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Module 6 Response Questions:
Select ONE of the following items.  Each item may have multiple questions, but keep in mind that you are looking to write 1-2 fluent paragraphs (225-400 words)for this response. 
Be sure to follow the rules posted on the handout “Instructions & Grading Rubric for Module Response Questions” found in the Orientation Module. Some key points from this: MLA Heading, Double space, Use a few relevant quotes from the literature to help make your points, do NOT use any outside sources.
Please note that each of these prompts contains multiple questions.  You do not necessarily need to answer all of these questions for your response--at least, not specifically and separately.  The goal is for you to be able to see the bigger picture with each prompt and to write a fluent paragraph or two paragraphs in one, unified response.
Again, select only ONE of the following. (Pick the one you like the most!)  Please identify which prompt you are using when you submit your response:
 
1. Select one character from the story “The Things They Carried” and catalog three (or more) specific things /items that particular character carries. Discuss what these literal and psychological items says about that character.
 
2. Weight, in terms of both an actual and metaphorical measurement, is an important theme throughout the story. Using a few specific items, discuss the differences between the physical objects the soldiers carried and the metaphorical weight that they carried.
 
3. Throughout the story, Lt. Jimmy Cross ponders his love for Martha. One of the recurring thoughts he has about her is whether or not she’s a virgin. Why does such a thing weigh so heavily on Lt. Cross?
 
4. Is Lt. Jimmy Cross truly responsible for the death of Ted Lavender? Do you think the other soldiers do or would place blame on him? What does the author want us to feel about this question of blame?
 
5. Discuss the ways Lt. Jimmy Cross carries more weight than his men—at least he clearly perceives that he does. What, if anything, is O’Brien suggesting about leadership and the military?
 
6. The Vietnam War was (and is still) a very politicized conflict. O’Brien’s “The Things They Carried,” by being so very “factual” in the way it offers lists and straight-forward description, for the most part avoids making much in the way of political commentary. However, there are a few places where the story seems to be offering an opinion on the Vietnam conflict and on war in general.  Locate one or two of those passages and discuss what point or message might be being made in them.
 
	



